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4t h of  Ju ly  
 
Let  u s r ef lect  an d be t han k fu l  
t hat  w e l i v e i n  a  cou n t r y  
w her e w e can  celebr at e ou r   
 

F R EED OM  
 

H ow  lu cky  w e ar e t o l i v e 
i n   t h i s coun t r y  an d st i l l  be 
able t o keep ou r  her i t age.  
En joy  y ou r  day  w i t h  y ou r  
f am i l i es 
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A v an t i                        Ju n e 2007 
The Pr esi den t ’s M essage    

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Hoping that all is well and that you are enjoying the start of the summer season.  
Last month the Lodge at the regular meeting held the scholarship presentation 
and it truly was a memorable night.  The young recipients were truly over achiev-
ers and well deserving of our accolades.  A great reception followed. Congratula-
tions to Sister Sandy and her Scholarship Committee for all they have done, it 
really is a labor of love and culture along with a passion for our heritage. 
 
Thank you Sister Flavia and Sister Rose and their selection committee for their 
great wisdom in choosing Our Man of the Year Brother Umberto Amato.  This 
years Columbus dinner dance will be held at the Villa Barone Hilltop Manor and I 
am sure it will be a great night.  In a personal note Agotino (Umberto’s real name) 
congratulations, I know all of us will do whatever is needed to have a great night.  
Thank you for being my friend. 
 
Our snow birds have returned and so have the trips to the land of make believe, 
our First Vice President Teresa Riverso with the help of her beloved Tesoro led a 
bus load of dreamers to Atlantic City, we probably all lost but a great time was had 
by all.  The atmosphere on the bus is full of love, laughter, songs and great food.  
If you have never had the experience try and go on the net trip you will enjoy it 
immensely. 
 
To Brothers Frank Tarone and your helpers thank you for finally fixing a very stub-
born problem with our dumpster, now it is time to start work on the second one.  I 
also have great news to report to you my brothers and sisters, I have spoken to 
our house carpenters (Brothers ?Riverso, Joe & Frank Tassone and Bro. Um-
berto ) soon they will tackle the hall doors upstairs and downstairs bringing us up 
to code while saving the Lodge a great deal of money and making us all safer.   
 
I have received a s stipend from one individual that would like the money to go 
towards the upkeep of our bocce court so that it will be in tip top shape for the up-
coming tournament.  Chairperson Mary Morra will be kept abreast of all the re-
pairs.  We need volunteers to make the court beautiful, brothers Capicotto, Di-
Mariam Riverso, Umberto, Tasosones, I thank you in advance for all your help. 
 
The 101 NYState Convention was held in Albany, our Lodge was well represented 
by 11 delegates who attended seminars, were part of committees, voted, voiced 
opinions, gave to deserving charities, and witnessed history as our First Sister was 
sworn in as our new State President after a hiatus of 38 years.  A great time was 
had by all but the greatest honor was bestowed on our Lodge when State Presi-
dent Nancy Quinn asked the Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 to lead the convention 
hall a the opening ceremonies Sunday morning in singing our Italian National An-
them, which was delivered by us all under the guidance of conductor Sister 
Teresa, truly amazing.   
 
Our next challenges are upon us the Kensico festival is the kickoff, we all must 
give our time and efforts to Sister Mary Riguzzi to help make this event a great 
success.  If we are successful with the festival the rest will be a lot easier.  In clos-
ing my brothers and sisters, I would sincerely like everyone to know that if I can be 
of help to anyone just let me know or stop by for coffee, tea or just to chat. 
 

Sempre Avanti and God Bless you all, 
Your President 
Mario Cermele 
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The Avanti  is the official  newsletter  of 
the Antonio Meucci Lodge.# 213.  
Published monthly, the Avanti  accepts 
news releases, reviews, commentaries 
and  other information significant to the 
Italian-American community.  Please 
contact,   
Editor,  Rita Cestone at 948-3608 



A v an t i                   Ju n e  2007 
 

LOD GE N EW S 
 

B i r t h A n n oun cem en t s 
 
Con gr at u lat i on s t o Si st er  an d Br ot her  Ter esa an d D om en i co R i v er so on  t he bi r t h of  
t hei r  secon d gr an ddau ght er . A v a R ose bor n  on  Ju n e 12, 2007,  she i s t he daught er  of  
R alph an d Tar a R i v er so.  God bless y ou  al l . 
 
Con gr at u lat i on s 
 
To Br ot her  M ar i o Cer m ele, h i s dau ght er  A m y  M ar i e r ecei v ed her  M ast er s degr ee 
f r om  Pace U n i v er si t y  i n  chi ld psy chology  an d speci a l  edu cat i on .  Con gr at s t o A m y .       
 
Con gr at u lat i on s t o Ou r  ow n  Br ot her  U m ber t o A m at o.  H e has been  chosen  M an  of  
t he Y ear .  H e w i l l  be hon or ed at  ou r  an n u al  Colu m bus D i n n er  D an ce i n  Oct ober .  
M or e n ew s i n  t he fol low i n g m on t hs.  Con gr at u lat i on s U m ber t o. 
 
Get  W el l  W ishes 
 
To Si st er  Car m en  Scagl i on e w e w i sh y ou  w el l  an d hope t o be seei n g y ou  soon . 
 
D eepest  Sy m pat hy  
 
To t he Gr oat e  fam i ly  on  t he loss of  our  si st er  Jo Gr oat e.  W e w i l l  m i ss her . 
 
To br ot her  Glen  Bel l i t t o on  t he loss of  h i s fat her .  D eepest  sy m pat hy . 
 
To br ot her  an d si st er  Len n y  an d Cat her i n e M i gn i n i  on  t he loss of  h i s br ot her  
D om en i ck .  Ou r  deepest  sy m pat hy  . 
 
 
 
 

  W e w i sh al l  t hose bor n  i n  Jun e a v er y   
H A PPY  BI R TH D A Y . 
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COM I N G EV EN TS 
 

Tom bu la N i ght  Jun e 22, 2007. Y ou r  choi ce of  past a, salad, bev er -

age, cof fee an d desser t .  Cost  i s on ly  $20.00 per  per son .  D in n er  begi n s at  6PM  
an d t hen  at  8PM  w e begin  t om bu la.  Br i n g y ou r  f r i en ds an d fam i ly  t o a fun  
n i ght . Cal l  Si st er  Ter esa R i v er so at  997-7388 or  Si st er  Con n i e Bev i lacqu a at  946-
1356. 

 

I t a l i an  H er i t age D ay  at  t he K en si co D am  Plaza 
Ju ly  15, 2007 

 
Ou r  an n u al  I t a l i an  H er i t age D ay  at  t he K en si co D am  Plaza w i l l  be t ak i n g 
place on  Ju ly  15, 2007 an d w e hope y ou  al l  at t en d.  M ar y  R i gu zzi  w i l l  be t he 
Chai r per son  of  t h i s ev en t  an d she w ou ld l i k e as m an y  v olu n t eer s as possi ble t o 
help m ak e t h i s a su ccessfu l  fu n dr ai ser  for  t he Lodge.   I f  y ou  w an t  t o v olun t eer  
cal l  M ar y  at  914-761-5358 or  em ai l  her  at  R i gu zzi @aol .com  t o hav e y ou r  n am e 
pu t  on  t he l i st .  
 
 
 

BOCCE TOU R N A M EN T 
 

W eek of  Ju ly  16t h  t hr u  t he 20t h  
 

 Please cal l  M ar y  M or r a at  668-3474, t han k  y ou  for  y ou r  cooper at i on .  See y ou  
on  t he bocce cou r t . 

 

 
 

H A V E A  SA F E 4TH  OF  JU LY  
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SCH OLA R SH I P A W A R D S 
 

On  M ay  22, 2007 t he f ol low i n g Scholar sh i ps w er e aw ar ded  f r om  t he 
Lodge t o:  
St ephen  D eGr oat  gr aduat i n g f r om  W hi t e Pla i n s H i gh School .  H e i s 
t he son  of  B r ot her  R i char d  an d Ter esa D eGr oat , an d w i l l  be a t t en d-
i n g A lban y  U n i v er si t y . 
 
D av i d  M an gan o—gr aduat i n g f r om  W hi t e Pla i n s H i gh School .  H e i s 
t he son  of  B r ot her  M i ke an d  H or t en sa M an gan o, an d w i l l  be a t t en d-
i n g R oger  W i l l i am s U n i v er si t y . 
 
Ter esa  Bat t agl i a  gr aduat i n g f r om  H ar r i son  H i gh School .  She i s t he 
daught er  of  M r . an d  M r s. A n t hon y  Ba t t agl i a , an d w i l l  be a t t en d i n g 
Bost on  Col l ege. 
 
Chr i st a  San t a-D on a t o gr aduat i n g f r om  W hi t e Pla i n s H i gh School  . 
She i s t he daught er  of  M r . &  M r s. M ar k  San t a -D on at o an d w i l l  be  
a t t en d i n g Sy r acu se U n i v er si t y . 
 
L i sa  F azzolar i  r ecei v ed t he Gaet an o Bor r el l i  m em or i a l  scholar sh i p .  
She i s t he daught er  of  M r . &  M r s. Gi ov an n i  F azzolar i  an d  w i l l  be  
a t t en d i n g V i l l an ov a U n i v er si t y . L i sa  com es f r om  H ar r i son  H i gh 
School .  On  beha l f  of  t he Boar d  an d A n t on i o M eucci  Lodge #213 w e 
w i sh each an d  ev er y on e m uch su ccess as y ou  a l l  begi n  a  n ew  par t   
of  y ou r  l i v es.  M ay  God B l ess y ou  a l l  an d  a lw ay s r em em ber  y ou r   
I t a l i an  H er i t age.  B uon a F or t u n a a  t u t t i . 
 
 
 
 



 
 

D at es t o R em em ber  
 
 

   Jun e 22, 2007    Past a  Tom bu la  N i gh t  
 

Jun e 26, 2007    Gen er a l  M eet i n g 
       
   Ju ly  11, 2007    Of f i cer s M eet i n g 
 
   Ju ly  15, 2007`     I t a l i an  H er i t age F est i v a l  
 
   Ju ly  16, 2007    Bocce Tou r n am en t  
 
 
 
 
 

Lodge r en t a l  for  m em ber s on ly  ca l l  B r o. F r an k  Tar on e a t  761-3350 
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