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www.antoniomeuccilodge.com 

WHITE PLAINS COLUMBUS DAY RECEPTION 
Grand Marshall - David Pope   

Honorees:  
Umberto Amato  
Rick Ammirato  

Dr. John DiCapua 
Flavia DiNota 
 Paul Nabel 

 Nancy DiFiore Quinn 
  

Thursday September 10, 2009 
Cocktail party 

6-8pm 
Grazella’s Restaurant 

White Plains, New York 
$20.00 per person 

 
Reservations needed in advance 
Please call:Cathy Grisanti 914-761-2113   
  Annamaria Forte 914-772-8718 
 
Name:___________________________________________
Address_________________City_____________ZIP_____ 
 
Number of persons attending______ Enclosed $_______ 
 
Checks made payable to: Columbus Day Parade Committee 

Mail to: Cathy Grisanti 
20 Greenwood Lane 
Valhalla, NY 10595 



President’s Message 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
        I  AM AN ITALIAN-AMERICAN AND PROUD OF IT       July 09 
(Written by Angelo Bianchi Esq.) 
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in ancient soil, drenched by the 
Mediterranean sun and watered by pure streams from snow capped moun-
tains. I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. My hands are those of 
the mason, the artist, the man of soil. My thoughts have been recorded in the 
annals of Rome. 
I am Christoforo Colombo from my ancient world; I first spanned the seas to 
the new world. 
I am Giovanni Caboto, known to American history as John Cabot, discoverer 
of the mainland of North America. 
I am Enrico Tonti, first to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679.Founder of the terri-
tory that became the State of Illinois, colonizer of Louisiana and Arkansas. 
I am Filippo Mazzei friend of Thomas Jefferson. My thesis on the equality of 
manwas incorporated into the Bill of Rights. 
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence. 
I am Colonel Francesco Vigo, I financed the Northwest Expedition of George 
Rogers Clark and accompanied him through the lands that become Ohio, Indi-
ana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan. 
I am Allesandro Malaspina, I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and 
to the Phillipines. 
I am Giacomo Beltrandi, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 
1823. 
I am Costantino Brumidi, they call me the Michelangelo of North America. I 
created the Dome of the United States Capitol. 
I am A.P. Giannini , in 1904 I founded in San Francisco the Bank of  
Italy now known as the Bank of America; one of the largest financial 
institutions in the world. 
I am Enrico Fermi father of nuclear science in America. 
I am John Basilone of New Jersey, first enlisted man to be awarded the 
Medal of Honor in World War II. 
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in  
America’s armies and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in 
military cemeteries from Guadalcanal to the Rhine. 
I am the steelmaker in Pittsburg, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California, 
the textile designer in Manhattan, the mason in Queens, the moviemaker in 
Hollywood, the homemaker and the breadwinner in 10,000 American Commu-
nities. 
I am an American without stint or reservation. Loving this land as only one who 
understands history. Its agonies and its triumphs, can love it and serve it. 
I will not be told that my contributions and cultural traditions are any less nor 
my role not as worthy as that of any other American. 
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. 
My Heritage has dedicated me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage and 
I shall remain worthy of it. 
 
God Bless America ,  Sempre Avanti 
                                                             Your President 
                                                              Mario Cermele 
 
 

www.nysosia.org 

Avanti 
Antonio Meucci Lodge No. 213 

279 Maple Avenue 
White Plain, New York  10606 

914-761-9073 
* * * * * 

Mario Cermele, President 
(914) 325-1239 

 

Rose Tassone, Acting Chaplain 
 

Teresa Riverso, 1st Vice Pres. 
 

Flavia DiNota, 2nd Vice Pres. 
 

Antonio Amato, Immed. Past Pres. 
(914) 328-1533 

 

Catherine Mignini, Orator 
 

Rita Cestone, Recording Sec. 
 

Luigi DiNota, Financial Sec. 
 

Mary Morra, Corresp. Sec. 
 

Anna Binasco, Treasurer 
 

Principal  Trustee  
 

Genevieve Lembo,  State Deputy 

 

Trustees 
 Umberto Amato 

Tony Cestone 
Vito Cirioni 

Pamela Danza 
Antonio DeMaria 
Annamaria Forte 

Ann Giordano 
Charles Guastella 
JeanBorrelli-Ilardi 

Carmella Merenstein 
Lenny Mignini 
Maria Pennella 
Paula Pesaturo 
Mary Riguzzi 

Benedetta Vaccarelli 
  

Ceremonial Officers 
Tina Amato 

Cathy Grisanti 
 

Sentinels 
Sandy Farduchi 
Alan Merenstein 

 

Arbitration Committee 
Connie Bevilacqua 

Mary Borrelli 
Rita Carolini 

Carmelo Ciccone 
Joyce Ciccone 
Patricia Moore 

Rosetta Petruccione 
Maria Pippo 

Domenico Riverso 
John Rubillo 

Camille Tarone 
Frank Tassone 
Joseph Tassone 
Nick Vaccarelli 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The Avanti is the official newsletter of the 
Antonio Meucci Lodge #213. Published 
monthly, the Avanti accepts news releases, 
reviews, commentaries and other informa-
tion significant to the Italian-American 
community.  Please contact Editor,  
Rita Cestone at 914-948-3608 
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Lodge Events 

 
August 16  Sister Teresa Riverso will be having a trip down to Atlantic City.  Cost 
is $35 per person bus will leave the lodge at 8am .  Coffee and bagels will be served   
at the Lodge, call Sister Teresa at 997-7388. 
 
It may be only July but our committees are going at full force with our programs 
that are coming up.  I placed a calendar in this Avanti so that you are able to 
plan ahead.  October is our biggest month of the year we salute our heritage, we 
start off in September with our honorees reception at Grazella’s, see flyer on front 
page, then parade in White Plains, breakfast at the Lodge that day. Wreath cere-
mony on October 10, breakfast here at the Lodge following it and the month of 
October is culminated by our Annual Dinner Dance held at Villa Baron Hilltop 
Manor in Mahopac, this year we will be honoring our own Sister  Rita R. Cestone 
who just happens to be me your Editor.  What an honor I still can’t believe it and 
my wish is that many of you will be able to come and celebrate such an honor 
with me and my family on October 25th. A flyer will be in the next Avanti with 
all of the details.  Sister Flavia DiNota and Sister Rose Tassone plan a beautiful 
day, full of fun, great food and entertainment by Don Felice and his special DJ.  
  
October 4 is our Parade in White Plains, the committee is working very hard un-
der the direction of Sister Jo Falcone and Brother Frank Tarone.  We urge you to 
come out and support our people and heritage if we don’t do so who else will.  We 
need your presence to watch or to march with us as your Lodge.  Think of the fun 
it is to embrace such an occasion, bring along your children and grandchildren.  
If you rather watch that’s fine too but come out and support those of us who are 
carrying out our heritage.  We are only as strong as our chain is long.   Also we 
will be serving a breakfast the day of the parade at our Lodge the cost is $15 per 
person.  If you plan on coming to breakfast please call Sister Teresa Riverso at 
997-7388 she is our in house chef for this event.  Come and march or watch with us 
for we truly appreciate your participation.  Along with our Queen Jennifer Bur-
rows and her two Princess’s  we also will  be having a float for our future queens 
ages 5 to 11 call Sister Paula Pesaturo at 654-9840 and give her their names.  
Thank you and come along with us for a great day.  There will be a street festival 
on Court Street the day of the parade from 12noon till 6PM with entertainment, 
food booths  and vendors. 
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Lodge News 
 

Congratulations to Brother Michael and Sister Cathy Grisanti on the engage-
ment of their son Mark to Monica Landi.  Grandma is Sister Lena Carolini . 
God Bless you all.   
 
Congratulations to Brother Matty and his wife Josephine Cermele on the 
birth of their granddaughter Alivia Jade her proud parents are Annmarie 
and Americo DiGiacomo.  God Bless you all. 
 
Congratulations to Brother Peter Viviano on the birth of his twin grandchil-
dren Luke Anthony and Katie Grace their proud parents are Jake and Mi-
chelle Viviano God Bless you all. 
 
Get Well Wishes to Brothers Umberto Amato and Brother Joe  
Tassone, glad you both are doing well. 
  
Deepest Sympathy to Sandy Farduchi on the loss of her father in law.  May 
he rest in peace. 
 
Deepest Sympathy to Sister Rosalie Cicogna on the loss of her mother Fran-
ces Meli.  May she rest in peace. 
 
Housing needed 
  
Two Italian law students, one male and one female need a place to live from 
early September to mid-December. They attend classes at Pace Law School 
and intern at the County Courthouse so they must live in the White Plains 
area. the Columbian Lawyers will pay for the rent and board. If you are in-
terested, please call Judge Nicolai at 824-5141. 
 
Raffle Tickets 
By now you all must have received your raffle tickets, Brother Charles Tota 
and Brother Umberto Amato are anxious to sell them all.  So we ask that 
you do your part and sell or buy the ones you have received if you would like 
extra tickets just call either Charlie at 924-0347 or Umberto at 907-8755. 
 

Next General Meeting July 28, 2009 



 
 

ANTONIO MEUCCI LODGE #213 
    ANNUAL PICNIC 

September 6, 2009 
Ridge Road Park 
Hartsdale, NY 

12 NOON 
 

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS CALL 
Connie Bevilacqua AT  

946-1356 
 

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Chicken, Sausage and Peppers, Pasta, Steak, 
Corn on Cob, Salads, Desserts, Watermelon 

 Beer and Soda 
 

Cost: $25.00 per person 
$10.00 ages 10 to 17 

Children under 10 FREE  
Bring you own chairs, games, cards come and have fun 

 
Directions to Park : 
 
TACONIC STATE PKWY S becomes BRONX RIVER PKWY. 
Turn RIGHT onto CENTRAL AVE/ NY-100 S. Continue to follow NY-100 S. 
Turn RIGHT onto W HARTSDALE AVE/ NY-100A. 
Turn LEFT onto HILLCREST RD. 
HILLCREST RD becomes RIDGE RD. 
End at 287 Ridge Rd Hartsdale, NY 10530 



   
  Happy Birthday to all those born in July   

 
 
      
 
 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
 

     
 
 

Avanti                   July 2009 

 

   

NEW YORK MUSIC PRODUCTION 
“MUSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 

 
Don Felice   DJ & Comedians 
 

Let Us Coordinate Your Next Event! 
We have 2-6 Piece Bands 

 
Paula Pesaturo  Phone/Fax 914-654-9840 
Event Coordinator/Promoter       Cell 914-760-1857
  

Phone (914-835-7600 ext 102 
Toll Free (800) 431-1130 
Fax (914) 835-1666 
E-mail 
aaaAmeren@stein@richtravel.co

Phone (914-835-7600 ext 102 
Toll Free(800) 431-1130 
Fax (914) 835-1666 
E-mail amerstein@richtravel.com 

Alan Merenstein 
Manager- Vacation Travel 

 
500 Mamaroneck Avenue Harrison,NY 10528 



 

     
 
Lodge Rental for members only 

 
Call Brother Frank Tarone  

 
 

 761-3350 
 

Matty’s Auto Body, Inc.  RO7060448 
CERMELE BROS. 

 

Specialists in Collision, painting, spray paint, bake 
booth, utilize body, fiberglass, welding 

 
130 Summerfield St.   472-4325 
Scarsdale, NY 10583   472-4356 

 
  

This space for sale 
Call 

Rita Cestone 914-948-3608  
 

  
 
 

 
Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq. 

McMillan, Constabile, Maker & Perone, LLP 
Attorney at Law 
Tax Consultant 

2180 Boston Post Road 
Larchmont, New York  10538 

 

 Tel. 914 834-3500 Fax 914-834-0620 
 

Northern Westchester Office 
 

2074 Crompond Road 
Yorktown Heights, New York  10598 

 

E-Mail smd@McMillianConstabile.com 

 
Gabriele DiLuozzo, MD 

Cardiac Surgeon 
Mount Sinai Medical Center 

Adult Cardiac Surgery 
Aortic aneurysm repairs 
Coronary artery bypass 

Valve repair or replacement 
Aortic aneurysm endovascular repair 

 
Office Locations: 

 
Mt Sinai Medical Center 
1190 Fifth Avenue   
Box 1028    
New York, NY 10029 
212-659-6827 
   244 Westchester Ave 
   White Plains, NY 10604 
   212-659-6827 
 
Fluent in Italian 

 
 
 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
 Admitted in New York & Connecticut 
 Admitted to the U. S. Tax Court 
 Estate Planning  Tax & Elder Law 
 



  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Avanti 
The Antonio Meucci Lodge No. 213 
Order Sons of Italy in America 
279 Maple Avenue 
White Plains, New York  10606 

McNerney & DiFabio,LLP 
Attorneys and  Counselors at Law 

 

Max DiFabio, Esq. 
Admitted in NY & CT 

 
 

   Phone (914) -235-2790 
75 South Broadway  Cell     (914) 560-6010 
Suite 4-54195   Fax      (914) 235-1397 
White Plains, NY 10601  Email: difabiolaw@aol.com  

BCG    Benedict, Cafagno &Grillo 
Insurance Service 

 

Serving the Community Over 50 Years 
 

11 Virginia Road 
N. White Plains, NY 10603 

(914) 683-1105   (914) 946-9300 

 

AUTO  *  HOME  *  LIFE  & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 

SCAVONE INSURANCE CENTER 
FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS! 

470 Mamaroneck Ave. Suite 205 White Plains, NY  10605 
Phone (914) 428-7111   E-mail us at Scavoneins@aol.com  Fax 914-428-

7764 
Visit our new WEB Page at– www.scavoneins.com 

HFH 
 

Hawthorne Funeral Home 
21 Stevens Avenue 

Hawthorne, NY 
 

(914) 769-4404  
 

Ernest J. Carpentieri– Owner 

 
 
 
 
 

This space  for sale 
 

Call 
 

Rita Cestone 914-948-3608 

BALLARD-DURAND FUNERAL HOME 
MATTHEW J. FIORILLO 

 
Telephone                                Fax 

(914) 949-0566                 (914) 949-3849 
2 Maple Avenue at South Broadway 

White Plains, NY  10606 
www.ballarddurand.com 

Professional Mail 
Max DiFabio 

207 Washington Ave. 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Tel 914-235-8210 
Fax 914-235-0933 

 

Ink Jetting Cheshire Labeling 
Data Processing Machine & Hand  
  Inserting 



2009 Date of events 
We are already a half of year over of 2009.  So I thought you would like 
to have the dates for activities for the rest of the year.  We try to keep 
you posted ahead as much as we can, so place this note next to your 
family calendar.  Thank you. 
 
July 20  Bocce begins at Lodge 
 
August 16 Atlantic City  
 
September 6 Picnic Ridge Road Park, Hartsdale, NY 
 
September 10 Honoree Reception at Grazella’s  
 
October 4  Breakfast at Lodge at 10 am details to follow 
October 4  Parade at 1PM White Plains 
 
October 11 Wreath Ceremony - Columbus Statue 
   Followed by breakfast at the Lodge  
 
October 25 Columbus Day Dinner Dance  
   Villa Barone Hilltop Manor, Mahopac,NY 
   Woman of the Year Rita R. Cestone 
 
November 1 Memorial Mass - Mt. Carmel Church 
 
November 14 Steak night/movie night at Lodge 
 
December 5 Christmas Party - Place TBD 
 
December 13 Children’s Christmas Party at Lodge 
 
December 31 New Years Eve Party at Lodge     


