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A v an t i                        A pr i l  2007 
The Pr esi den t ’s M essage    

 

D ear  Br ot her s an d Si st er s, 
 

On  behal f  of  m y sel f , Pam ela, m y  fam i ly  t hank  y ou  f r om  t he bot t om  of  
m y  hear t , Tuesday  n i ght  M ar ch 27t h w as t r u ly  a  spect acu lar  ev en t  
t hat  I  w i l l  nev er  for get .  To a l l  t hat  w er e pr esen t , t o t he m an y  w el l  
w i sher s, an d phon e ca l ls r ecei v ed. Gr az ie con  t u t t o i l  cuor e.   
 
A s y ou r  n ew  Pr esi den t , I  en t er  a t i m e of  har m on y  an d gr eat  pr osper i t y  
i n  ou r  Lodge. A l l  t he har d w or k  and achi ev em en t s t hat  ou r  for m er  
Pr esi den t s an d t hei r  adm i n i st r a t i on s w er e m ai n t a i n ed by  ou r  Past  
Pr esi den t  A n t on i o A m at o h i s w at chfu l  boar d an d com m i t t ee chai r s. 
 

A sset s w er e spen t  cau t i ously  w hi le achi ev in g last i n g r esu l t s.  They  say  
i f  i t  i s n ot  br oken  don ’t  f i x  i t .  I  agr ee (I  t oo a lon g w i t h  m y  boar d w i l l  
f ol low  a cau t i ous for m at ) w hi le com m i t t ed t o t he beau t i f i cat i on  of  ou r  
Lodge i n si de an d ou t . 
 

I  r each  ou t  t o a l l  m em ber s t o joi n  us at  ou r  m eet i n gs, let  us k n ow  each 
ot her .  A s t i m e passes an d m or e an d m or e of  ou r  chi ldr en  en t er  t he 
A m er i can  D r eam  (t he gr eat  m el t i n g pot ) ou r  an cest r y , l i n eage, cu l t u r e, 
m em or i es, ex per i en ces, chal len ges, ou r  I t a l i an -A m er i can  her i t age i s 
ou r  t r easu r e and w e as a Lodge m ust  pass i t  on .  N on  dev on o m ai  scor -
dar e dei  t u t t i  I  sacr i f i ci . 
 

I  p ledge t o y ou  t hat  I  w i l l  w or k  har d t o m ai n t a i n  ou r  p lace w i t h i n  ou r  
com m un i t y .  A s y ou  a l l  kn ow  I  lov e har m on y , laught er , un i t y , t hat  
does n ot  m ean  t hat  w e w i l l  agr ee a l l  t he t i m e, spar k s an d br ushf i r es ar e 
a lw ay s w elcom ed t o st i r  up t he at m ospher e bu t  I  kn ow  t hat  un i t ed w e 
ar e a for ce t o be r eck on ed w i t h , an d w i l l  a lw ay s f i n d a com m on  r eason -
able solu t i on  t o our  d i f fer en ces. 
 

I  ask  y ou  t o joi n  ou r  com m i t t ees, be act i v e, br i n g i n  n ew  an d old  i deas, 
n ew  m em ber s, t el l  us abou t  y ou r  fav or i t e past i m e, char i t y , r eci pe, 
shar e y ou r  k n ow ledge, suppor t .  Ou r  gr eat  ev en t s an d I  t r u ly  hope t hat  
a l l  of  y ou  m y  Br ot her s an d Si st er s w i l l  f i n d y ou r  m em ber shi p as r i ch as 
m i n e has been . 
 
I  ask  y ou  t o ca l l  m e an y t i m e i f  I  can  be of  help  i n  n eeded t i m es, or  just  
com e by   on e day  an d hav e lun ch w i t h  m e. 
 

I n  closi ng v ogl i o r i n gr az i ar e a t u t t i  per  l ”on or e r i cev u t o, una n ot t a t a   
i n cr ed ible. I  v ost r i  pen si er i  e le v ost r e af fet uose par ole per  m e sar an n o 
i n d i m en t i cabi le.  
 

   Sem pr e A v an t i  v ost r o Pr esi den t e, 
 
   M ar i o Cer m ele  

www.antoniomeuccilodge.com  
www.nysosia.org 
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Alan Merenstein 
Lenny Mignini 
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Domenico Riverso 
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Ceremonial Officers 

 

Jean  Borrell i-Ilardi 
Carmela Merenstein 

 

Sentinels 
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Charles Guastella 
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Umberto Amato 
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Mary Borrelli 
Rita Carolini 
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*   *   *  *   *  
The Avanti  is the official  newsletter  
of the Antonio Meucci Lodge.# 213.  
Publ ished monthly, the Avanti  
accepts news releases, reviews, 
commentaries and  other information 
significant to the Italian-American 
community.  Please contact,   
Editor,  Rita Cestone at 948-3608 



A v an t i                   A pr i l   2007 

A n t on i o L. Cap i cot t o  
I n du ct ed i n t o t he  H a l l  of  F am e  

On  M ar ch 25, 2007 
A n n u al  Spr i n g D i n n er  D an ce 

To n am e a few  i n  at t en dan ce w er e St at e 
Pr esi den t  Car lo M at t eu cci  an d F i r st  Lady  
M adel i n e, St at e Past  Pr esi den t  Joe F ay , 
St at e H i st or i an  Lu cy  Codel la, an d St at e 
D epu t y  Jen  Lem bo, M ay or  Joseph D elf i n o, 
an d Cou n ci lm an  Glen  H ock ley  .  A lso i n  at -
t en dan ce w as t he Capi cot t o F am i ly . M an y  
m em ber s of  t he Lodge cam e ou t  t o hon or  a 
v er y  w el l  deser v ed br ot her .  
 R i t a an d Ton y  Cest on e y ou r  co-
chai r per son s for  t h i s ev en t  w ou ld l i k e t o 
t han k  al l   w ho at t en ded.  A  good t i m e          

 w as had by  a l l . 
 
 
 
 

 

Pr esi den t  Car lo M at t eu cci  pr e-
sen t i n g A n t on i o w i t h a  
ci t at i on  f r om  N ew  Y or k  St at e 
Or der  Son s of  I t a ly . 

M ay or   Joseph D el f i n o 
pr esen t i n g A n t on i o w i t h 
a ci t at i on  f r om  t he Ci t y  of  
W hi t e Pla i n s 

 Con gr at u lat i on s 
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